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The Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition 

strives to ensure equal justice for all immigrant 

men, women and children at risk of detention and 

deportation in the DC metropolitan area and beyond 

through direct legal representation, know your rights 

presentations, impact and advocacy work, and the 

training of attorneys defending immigrants in the 

immigration and criminal justice arenas. 



Dear CAIR Coalition Friends and Supporters,

As I celebrate my 11th year with CAIR Coalition, I could not be prouder of our terrific staff or more 
grateful for all of our wonderful pro bono attorneys, volunteers and donors who dedicated their time, 
talent and treasure to helping defend the human and civil rights of our immigrant neighbors.
During much of 2017, the words of poet Adrienne Rich echoed through my head:

My heart moved by all I cannot save:
So much has been destroyed
I have to cast my lot with those 
who age after age, perversely,
with no extraordinary power,
reconstitute the world. 

That is what we do here at CAIR Coalition; we reconstitute the world for our detained clients - 
immigrant parents who have been ripped from their children, unaccompanied immigrant children 
fleeing horrific violence in Central America, immigrant youth who have grown up in the United States 
and know no other country.  We defend them in court with some of the most creative, aggressive 
lawyering you will find anywhere.  We win cases that other attorneys would give up as hopeless 
causes.  We keep families together. 

We also work to change the system by challenging unjust laws and policies, including those that are 
used to condemn longtime residents of the United States to detention and deportation for non-
violent crimes, some of which are decades old.  Launched in 2017, the Immigration Impact Lab is 
CAIR Coalition’s first concerted appellate impact litigation project.  In collaboration with our pro bono 
partners, we experiment with cutting-edge impact litigation in courts throughout the entire Fourth 
Circuit, including Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and the Carolinas.  

In addition, we educate immigrants not currently in detention about their rights during encounters 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement in an effort to reduce the likelihood of their being 
detained. Through our Community Conversations Project we provide “Know Your Rights” 
presentations across DC, Maryland and Virginia in partnership with congregations, schools and 
community centers. 

Together with our pro bono attorneys, volunteers and donors, we are working to create a more just 
and welcoming community for all who call our region home. 

With much gratitude,

Kathryn M. Doan
Executive Director



CAIR Coalition Impact 
January-December 2017



Provided 

139 

consultations on immigration 
consequences to criminal defense 
attorneys in Virginia representing 

non-U.S. citizens thereby reducing 
the possibility that their clients 

will become part of the criminal-
immigration pipeline. 

Conducted 

197 

visits to jails and juvenile facilities 
to provide the over 

1400 

immigrant men, women and 
children detained each month in 

Virginia and Maryland with access 
to information necessary to make 

informed decisions about whether to 
proceed with their immigration case 

or accept an order of removal and 
reduce the amount of time they spend 

in detention 

Legal Assistance

Provided 

2181
detained immigrant men, women 
and children with individual legal 

screenings to assist them in 
determining their eligibility for an 

immigration benefit.

Held

35
pro se workshops in area adult 

detention centers to better equip the 

274 

participants to represent themselves 
before the immigration court in cases 
where we were not able to secure full 

pro bono representation for them. 

Secured pro bono 
representation for 

195 

detained immigrant men, 
women and children (in-house 
or with a volunteer attorney) 

greatly improving their chances 
of winning their cases.

Prepared 

5 

asylum seekers for their Credible 
Fear/Reasonable Fear interviews. In 
addition, we followed-up on/tracked 

the CFI/RFI interviews for

 68 

additional individuals, reading 
their transcripts and following-
up either with placement for the 

individual hearings on the merits, 
or consideration for negative fear 

decision review. 

Provided legal screenings, brief 
counsel and advice and referrals 

to over 

400 

non-detained immigrants in 
DC, MD and VA partnership with 

members of the DMV Immigration 
Alliance. 



Held 13 trainings for criminal defense 
attorneys on the immigration consequences 
of criminal convictions. 

Education and Training

Held 18 trainings for over 350 

prospective pro bono attorneys interested 
in representing detained immigrants. 
(This included attorneys in private practice as well as in-house counsel 
at two major corporations.)

Gave 62 “Know Your Rights” and Family Safety Planning 
presentations to schools, churches and community groups 
in DC, MD and VA reaching 2210 non-detained immigrants 
with vital information on their rights in an encounter with 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement in their homes, 

workplaces or in public. The presentations also provided parents 
with information and resources on how to provide for care and 
custody of their children in the event of a parent’s detention.



Under the leadership of CAIR Coalition, the DMV Immigration 
Alliance grew to 99 members, including legal service providers, law 
firms, law schools and public defenders offices. Current activities of 
the Alliance include monthly large scale consultation clinics for non-
detained immigrants, a shared list serve and community calendar, 
and monthly meetings to network and share information. A current 
area of concern is the potential loss of Temporary Protected Status 
for over 35,000 Central American immigrants in the Washington 
area, making them immediate targets for immigration enforcement. 
Alliance members are working with national organizations on 
advocating for a continuation of the program while at the same time 
brainstorming what defensive measures the community can take if 
the program ends.

Advocacy and Coalition Building

Members of the private immigration bar as well as non-profit 
organizations continued to have access to the resources they need 
to help ensure better outcomes for their clients including regular 
liaison meetings with local USCIS officials and access to the CAIR 
Coalition listserve. 

CAIR Coalition continued to play a leadership role in the 
Children’s Collaborative and the Crim-Imm Collaborative.

CAIR Coalition supported the efforts of the National Immigrant 
Justice Center and other national immigrant advocacy groups 
opposing increased funding for detention and removal. 



Additional 2017 Highlights
Increased Appellate Advocacy Efforts: During 2017, the CAIR Coalition program formerly known as the 
Virginia Justice Program, was expanded to cover all states within the jurisdiction of the 4th Circuit and 
re-branded as the “Immigration Impact Lab” The goal of the Lab is to secure favorable decisions at the 
appellate level that will benefit broad classes of detained individuals in DC, MD, VA, WV, and the Carolinas.

Joined National Safe Cities Network: In November 2017, CAIR Coalition significantly expanded its ability 
to provide direct representation to detained adults in Maryland by becoming a partner organization 
with the Vera Institute of Justice’s Safe Cities Network. The Safe Cities Network brings together 14 
local jurisdictions nationwide that have committed public dollars to fund local legal service providers to 
represent detained immigrants from these jurisdictions. The public dollars are then matched by private 
funders. There are two local jurisdictions participating in the Safe Cities Network: Baltimore City and 
Prince George’s County. CAIR Coalition will be partnering with both of these localities with the goal of 
providing legal representation to an additional 75 detained immigrants in 2018.

Ana
Ana (name changed) was born in Honduras where 
she was physically and emotionally abused by her 
mother who eventually kicked her out of the house.  
Her uncle promised to bring her to the US, but 
rather than protecting her, he sexually assaulted 
her and abandoned her in Mexico where she was 
trafficked for sex before finally escaping.  Upon re-
turn to Honduras, she was preyed upon once again 
by the uncle, who sexually assaulted her.  Ana fled 
Honduras a second time, successfully making it to 
the United States border where she was detained 
and placed in a juvenile facility in VA housing un-
accompanied immigrant children. It was here that 
she discovered that she was pregnant.   

Ana was so traumatized by her experience that for 
a year she couldn’t talk about what had happened 
to her.  Through regular meetings and patient 
interviewing, CAIR Coalition staff was finally able to 
put all the pieces of her story together resulting in 
a successful asylum application. No longer threat-
ed with deportation, Ana has been able to find a 
measure of peace and stability and she is looking 
forward to building a new life, and a better future, 
for herself and her son. 

Robert
Robert (name changed), who had immigrated to the 
United States from Haiti with his family when he 
was nine years old, was facing deportation back to a 
country he hadn’t seen in years because of sever-
al marijuana convictions in Virginia,  After visiting 
Robert at a Virginia detention center, CAIR Coalition 
learned about his extensive network of family in the 
United states, including his mother, step-father, 
siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins and placed his 
case with one of CAIR Coalition’s many pro bono 
partner firms. The firm successfully argued that 
Robert’s strong family ties, and contributions to 
the community during his many years in the United 
States should outweigh his minor criminal con-
victions. Robert is out of detention and back with 
his family, free from the fear of forcible return to a 
country he last saw as a child.  

CAIR Coalition 
Client Testimonials



“During our representation, 
there were times when he was 
understandably taciturn, scared, 
even wary. Detention can be lonely 
and deeply alienating. But now my 
client and I still talk weekly, and I 
am so grateful to hear the joy and 
gratitude in his voice.” 

 — Pro bono attorney with McDermott, Will & Emery 
reflecting on the firm’s successful representation of 
an asylum seeker from Bangladesh.

“Telling our client that she was 
granted asylum was one of the 
most rewarding experiences of 
our lives”  

 —Pro Bono attorney with Gibson Dunn who was 
part of a team that successfully represented a 
young woman seeking asylum from Afghanistan. 

“It was a rewarding and enlightening 
experience and the CAIR Coalition 
provided excellent training and 
support.  I encourage any who can 
to get involved.” 

 —Pro Bono attorney with Wilkinson, Barker and 
Knauer on the firm’s successful efforts to prevent the 
deportation of a 30 year resident of the United States. 



Volunteers
“CAIR Coalition gives an eleven year old who is most of the time escaping 

death from violent gangs the opportunity to remain safe in the United 
States. CAIR Coalition fights for the rights of a father to continue living 
with his wife and children who feel lost without him at home. CAIR 
Coalition sees beyond a human being’s status and guides them through 
a process that can decide the outcomes of their lives. CAIR Coalition 
believes in an immigrant’s full potential. Among many other great things, 
CAIR Coalition gives so much to the community and being a tiny part of 
their great work makes me receive so much more. That is why I love 
volunteering at CAIR Coalition.” 

 — Darwin Murillo, volunteer translator.

“Volunteering with CAIR Coalition opened my eyes to the needs of a 
population that I knew little about.  Talking to the detainees, whether 
at the jail visits or through the hotline, made me aware of their 
circumstances, as well as how much they value the help that they receive.”

 — Debby Gonzalez, jail visit, hotline and translation volunteer. 

Thanks to these amazing volunteers, connected to us 
through Taproot, we now have an awesome new set of 
materials for describing our work and asking for help 
from pro bono attorneys and generous donors.  



Donors
“I am very proud to support the CAIR Coalition. There are so many reasons for my support.  
What is on my mind right now is my sister. While she was alive she worked on behalf of 
undocumented migrant workers in central North Carolina. Her commitment to welcoming 
the stranger among us inspires and motivates. CAIR Coalition embodies her spirit with its 
work among the detained and others living under threat of deportation.” 

 — Tom Gallagher

DONATING TO CAIR COALITION IS A GREAT RETURN ON INVESTMENT:
CAIR Coalition currently leverages over $10 million a year in donated legal services from more than 40 law 
firms and in-house legal departments in DC, MD and VA.  Thus, every dollar invested in CAIR Coalition lever-
ages more then $6.00 in pro bono services to support critical efforts to ensure equal justice for immigrants 
at risk of detention and deportation.

“I am proud to support CAIR Coalition because they fight for a community I care passionately 
about. Immigrants in detention are incredibly vulnerable. Especially the children and 
young adults. CAIR Coalition’s commitment to serve this underserved and often neglected 
community is essential. I am honored to support CAIR Coalition in its work.”

 — Laura Tuell 

“Supporting the worthy mission of CAIR Coalition is a no-brainer. The dedicated lawyers 
and staff are committed to giving voice to the voiceless and stepping in to help the most 
vulnerable immigrants when the stakes are so high. At this critical moment in our nation’s 
history, there is no question that the need for CAIR Coalition is greater than ever.”

 — Nadeam Elshami



Defenders of Dignity ($1000+)
Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
Virginia Law Foundation
Anonymous
Trustees of the Daum Foundation
Covington & Burling LLP
The Resilience Fund of the Greater Washington 
Community Foundation
Andrew Genz and E. Carmen Ramirez
Two Tails LLC
Jones Day
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Alston & Bird LLP
Thomas Gallagher
The Morningstar Foundation
Sidley Austin LLP
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP
Hogan Lovells
Tony Cavalieri and Ellen Look
Paul Khoury
The Miller-Wehrle Family Foundation
The Steptoe Foundation
Equal Justice America
Jonathan and Joan Fee
WilmerHale
Fried Frank
Cooley LLP
Paul Hastings
Venable Foundation
Yoon-Young Lee
Holwell Shuster & Goldberg LLP
Beuchert's Saloon
Orrick
Wiley Rein LLP
Daniel & Sarah Blynn
Helen and Bill Ackerman
Tracy Roman
Robert Nicholas and Meg Crowlie
Virginia Indigent Defense Commision
Laura Tuell
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Beveridge & Diamond PC

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Arent Fox LLP
Buckley Sandler LLP
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Myra Drucker
Patrick Taurel
Samantha Trepel and Aaron Lemon-Strauss
Akram Saigh
Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co. LLC
James Ginsburg
Robert Lawrence
Anonymous 
DC Bar Foundation
Mikella Hurley
Todd Pilcher and Tasneem Hussain
Ethan Grossman
David Smith
Igor Timofeyev
Aaron Knight
David Brown
Lawrence Family Foundation
Laurence Platt and Clare Herington
Freddie Mac
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church
DLA Piper LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation
Mayer Brown
The Foundation of the Bar Association of the 
District of Columbia
Brian Barger
Hunton & Williams
Westmoreland Congregational Church
Edward Baldwin
Karen Grisez
John Andelin and Ginger Geoffrey
McDermott Will & Emery Charitable Foundation
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP
Baker & McKenzie
Lawrence Rosenberg
Lawrence Schneider
Kristine Pirnia and Mark Thompson
Madeleine Gauthier
Lucille Glassman
The GE Foundation
Marc and Cathy Scheineson
Calderon Seguin

2017 Stakeholders



David Kully
Marinn Carlson
Jason Mida
Network for Good
Theodore Howard
Mike and Wen LePore
Kay Georgi
Carla Jordan-Detamore
Tim Lee
Mark Hetfield
George Grandison
Carter Phillips
Ron Schechter and Susan Gilbert
Christopher Herrling
Maureen Sweeney
Philip Levitz
Patrick Wood and Holly Chatham
Catherine Bernard
Morgan Macdonald
Karen and Andrew Auerbach
Mary C. Moynihan and Alexander G. Schmandt
William Ashworth
Jenna Brofsky
Lisa Atkins
Jeffrey Schwartz
Mallory Silberman
John DiMatteo
Gwendolyn Williamson
Greg Vennemann
Molly James
Susan Traver
Liz Werner and Carl Kravitz
Oliver Nicholas
Daniel Frisch
Akemi and David Levine
Beach-Oswald Immigration Law Associates PC
Marcy Elkind
Thomas Denes
Norman J. & Doris Fisher Foundation
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP
Erin and Christopher Korves
Matt Downs
Daniel Frisch
Dolly Edwards
Rafeeqa Hussain
Michele Hansen

Advocate ($999-$500)
Joanne Coutts
Kate Simpson
Michael Ward
Simon Rodberg
Scott Paul
Robert Juceam
Boston Consulting Group
Bridgette, Matt, Owen, and Zoe Kaiser
Perkins Coie
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
William Reynolds
Katherine Yoder
Dr. Joseph Gorin
Peter and Lisa Glassman
Nancy Doty
Debra Fried Levin and Josh Levin
Jewel Stone
Celia Wexler
Catherine Woodiwiss
Elissa Parker
Sara Harris
Moritz Ritter
Allison Larsen
David Laing
Henry Liu
David Longtin
Jessica Rapoport
Carolyn Waller
Patricia Wald
Jane Kochman
Nadine Wettstein
Tom Mounteer
Lorraine & David Rhoad
Bhanu Mathur
Brian Murray
Kate Sugarman
Julia Harman-Cain and Robin Reed
Margaret Clark
Corey Roush
Jason Pielemeier
Addison Thompson
Deb Prasad Dasgupta
Justin Rodriguez
Michael Shuster
Caroline Blanch
Zachary Quillen



DRSM Group Inc
Patricia Genz
David Friedland
Raymond Paretzky & Karen Zacharia
Rachel Sengers
Stephanie Adams
Matthew Murphy
William L Johnson III & Jane Lidz
Phyllis & Boon Chock
Stanley Sobel
Chris Giannella
Lisa Adams & Jim Rowe
Nancy & John Pielemeier
James Klumpner
Law Offices of Claudia Flower
Michael Mann
Xavier Racine
Nancy Noonan
Ari Holtzblatt
Samantha Marshall

Ally ($500-$250)
Brandon Borrman
Gwen Rubinstein
Hengyang Ding
John Duchelle
Barbara Lowrey
Ayuda
Carrie Amezcua
Elizabeth Daly
Brooke Tropf
Christine Dub
United Way of the National Capital Area
Annisah Um’rani
Nadeam Elshami
Makan Shirafkan
Rondi Pillette & Steven Levin
Emily Hanna
Lee & Piracci, PLC Trust Account
Ann Daly
Lisa Johnson-Firth
Richard Webber
Tori Babington
Hogar Immigrant Services, Catholic Charities
Suzan Kern
Bruce Stokes
Nancy and Cheryl
Emily Kveselis
Nicholas Montgomery

Allegra O’Donoghue
Maria de Loreto Rodriguez & Jose Rodriguez
Marny Danneberg
John Koehler
Susan Johnson
Michael Akin
Samuel Elkin
Claire Bergeron
Eric Conn
Linette Tobin
Barbara Kagan
Samantha Lee
Brandon Mita
Vincent van Panhuys
Alexandra Ribe
Melissa Turcios
Robert Cobbs
Raymond Mikulich
Lauren Wolfe
Jean Drzyzgula
Rachel Strong
Patricia Sweeney
Smita Deshmukh
Debra Harrison
Kathlyn Taylor Gaubatz
Episcopal High School
Jessica Isaacs
Matt Morley
Pratibha Agarwal
Ruth Friedman
Sapna Mirchandani
Rebecca Wilson & Fred Kopatich
Allison Knudsen
Rina Gandhi
Bill Triebel
Peter Glassman
Jose Rodriguez
Faraji Rosenthall
Rachel Lukens
Mark Petrovich
2 Hounds Production
Diane Scalzo
Betsy Strauss

CAIR Coalition appreciates all donors, to learn more 
about becoming an Ally, Advocate, or Defender of 
Dignity, contact development@caircoalition.org.



Jonathan M. Fee, Esq., President & Chair
Alston & Bird LLP

Andrew J. Genz, Esq., Vice-President

Karen T. Grisez, Esq., Secretary
Fried Frank

Edward G. Baldwin, Esq., Treasurer
Baker & McKenzie LLP

Christopher J. Herrling, Esq.
WilmerHale 

Todd Pilcher, Esq.
Dzubow & Pilcher PLLC

Alston & Bird LLP
Akin Gump 
Alvarez Law
Arent Fox LLP
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Baker Botts LLP
Baker McKenzie
Beach-Oswald Law Firm
Beveridge & Diamond, PC
Bryan Cave LLP
Buckley Sandler LLP
Calderon Seguin, PLC
Capital One
Commonwealth Foreign Exchange
Cooley Godward Kronish LLP

Robert Nicholas, Esq.

Laura Tuell, Esq.
Jones Day

Tracy Roman, Esq.
Crowell & Moring

Ava Benach, Esq.
Benach Collopy

Daniel S. Blynn, Esq. 
Venable

Joe Fuld  
The Campaign Workshop

Covington & Burling LLP
Crowell & Moring
Dechert LLP
DLA Piper
Fannie Mae
Fish and Richardson
Freddie Mac
Gibson Dunn and Crutcher
Goodwin Proctor
Henson Pachuta PLLC 
Hogan Lovells
Holland & Knight
Hollingsworth LLP
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
Jenner & Block

CAPITAL AREA IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHTS COALITION
Board of Directors*

2017 Pro Bono Partners

CAPITAL AREA IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHTS COALITION
Management Team

Kathryn M. Doan, Esq., 
Executive Director

Claudia Cubas, Esq., 
Litigation Director

Michael Lukens, Esq.,  
Pro Bono Director; 
Operations Director

Nithya Nathan-Pineau, Esq., 
Senior Program Director, 
Detained Children’s Program

*as of December 31, 2017

Marinn Carlson, Esq.
Sidley Austin LLP

Patrick Wood
Kensho Technologies, Inc.

Igor V. Timofeyev, Esq.
Paul Hastings LLP

Vincent C. van Panhuys, Esq.
American Airlines

Robert R. Lawrence, Esq.
Freddie Mac

Nadeam Elshami
Signal Group

Jezic & Moyse, LLC
Jones Day
Kutak Rock LLP
Law Office of Adam N. Crandell, LLC
Maggio & Kattar
Mayer Brown
McDermott, Will and Emery
McGuireWoods
Morgan Lewis
O’Melveny and Myers
Paul Hastings LLP
Perkins Coie, LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Rismiller Law Group LLC
Robertson Law Office

Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden
Steptoe and Johnson
Van Ness Feldman LLP
Venable
Vinson & Elkins
White & Case
Wilson Elser
Wiley Rein
Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP
Williams Mullen
WilmerHale
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Woehrle Dahlberg Jones Yao, PLLC
Zuckerman Spaeder
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